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discuss Vibram 5Fingers and a range of other running and other footwear products. Hoberman will

address tools for the sourcing and development of Vibram products, as well as the future of the
industry. Vibram 5Fingers features an innovative outsole structure that provides support while
minimizing the weight of the shoe. The molds are made of rubber compounds that allow the

footwear to be flexible, yet durable. Using state-of-the-art technology and development techniques,
Vibram introduces many new products, including a high-performance sole for the T-Sprint. Vibram
continues to develop product and technology that will improve performance, safety and fit. After
years of collecting operating data on the terrain and running style of Vibram's leading lightweight
running shoe, the company has created Vibram's Mega Propulsion Training Center. Located in the

beautiful state of New Hampshire, the Mega Propulsion Training Center is equipped with Vibram's top-
of-the-line running dynamics analysis equipment, allowing Vibram to discover and refine key aspects

of their hiking- and running-specific shoe designs. Recently, Vibram made a major decision to
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country instead of in two. The benefits of direct manufacturing include increased quality control,
quicker time to market and a far lower operating cost. The numbers back up the company's

confidence in choosing direct manufacturing as the ideal approach, as Vibram forecasts that its
direct-manufactured footwear products will outsell those made overseas by 40 percent. —
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