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transition, and to build climate resilience into the development of new renewable energy technologies. Today, the fossil fuel

companies that dominate the global energy market are the same ones that fund climate denial efforts, obscuring the truth about
the scale of climate change. These companies also profit from the current fossil fuel system. They are not only responsible for
the majority of the emissions that continue to build up in the atmosphere, but they are the primary funders of climate deniers,
including the aforementioned Koch brothers and Exxon. Thus, as the primary producers and profiteers of the status quo, fossil
fuel companies are our enemy in the fight to address climate change. To fight these companies and support the transition to an
emissions-free economy, we need a renewable energy transition that is funded by capitalism, and one that makes the fossil fuel

companies pay a price for the climate chaos they have helped generate. What Would a Just Transition Look Like? A just
transition is one in which fossil fuel workers are given the tools, education, and new industries to support themselves and their
families, rather than see their livelihoods destroyed by the transitioning industries. To ensure such a transition is done right, it

must be overseen by the public sector and people’s movements. This means that the energy transition in the U.S. must be led by
the workers and communities most affected by it, who would be in charge of the process. The U.S. Civil Rights Act of 1964

laid the groundwork for the nation’s first major clean energy transition, including employment protections for the workers who
dismantled the old industrial system, and is widely seen as a model for just transition efforts today. It was the Civil Rights

Movement, after all, which was instrumental in showing how the U.S. should address racial discrimination. Today, it would be
more than fair to ask the companies of the fossil fuel industry to similarly act as agents of transformation, providing jobs and

fair wages to the workers affected by their contribution to climate change. A just transition would give fossil fuel workers
important tools, including: Just Transition funds; for both new investment in renewable energy and retraining and employment

for those displaced. Career training Paid employment to reduce
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